
Immigration

      

The following page includes information about Naturalization, Legal Permanent Residence, and other immigration benefits. I have briefly summarized these processes and provided a variety of links for government and nongovernment organizations that may help address your questions. I have also included some tips to consider while seeking legal representative on immigration matters.

If you still have questions or concerns about your case after reviewing the information on this page, the information provided on the USCIS and DOS websites, and checking the status of your immigration case online (https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/jsps/index.jsp ), I can place an inquiry with USCIS or the Department of State on your behalf.  I may place inquiry to learn the status of your case or clarify procedural questions that you may have. You should be aware that I do not have the authority to expedite cases and cannot advocate for a case’s approval.

In order for me to make this contact, you must mail a signed consent form, description of your concern, and copies of any relevant documents to District Office at 600 N. Jackson Street, Suite 203, Media PA 19063 or fax it to 610-892-8628.

consent form.pdf

General Information

    -  

Legal Permanent Residence : A Legal Permanent Resident or Green Card holder is a non-citizen immigrant who is permitted to stay in the United States permanently. Most Legal Permanent Residents initiate the Green Card process by immigrating to the U.S. through a U.S. Citizen or Legal Permanent Resident family member or employer. Depending on priority category and immigrant visa availability, the path to Legal Permanent Residence can take under one year to over one decade.

    -  

Naturalization : Naturalization is the process by which U.S. citizenship is conferred upon a foreign citizen or national. To initiate the Naturalization process, a qualifying Legal Permanent Resident may file the appropriate petition(s) with U.S Citizenship and Immigration Services. The USCIS Philadelphia Field Office is currently processing Naturalization applications in about one year although processing time varies from case to case and there is no guarantee that your case will be approved. Click here  for the USCIS guide to Naturalization. 

    -  
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Naturalized Citizens : Once you complete the Naturalization process you will become a United States Citizen. As such you will inherit new civic responsibilities and earn new privileges.  Most significantly, you can register to vote and apply for a United States passport. If you require additional assistance with either of these processes, please feel free to submit a letter detailing your concern to my district office at 600 N. Jackson Street, Suite 203, Media PA 19063.

    -  

What is the status of my immigration case ?  Click on the following link to check the status of your pending immigration case online:
https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/jsps/index.jsp

Relevant Federal Agencies
Frequently-Asked-Questions and updated policy information regarding immigration issues are addressed on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services and the U.S. Department of State websites. The information below briefly explains the role that these organizations play in the immigration process and provides helpful links and contact information.

    -  

United States  Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

USCIS Philadelphia Field Office
1600 Callowhill Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130
1-800-375-5283
http://www.uscis.gov

    -  

USCIS is a Federal Agency within the Department of Homeland Security. They adjudicate and issue immigrant visas, naturalization petitions, and asylum and refugee applications.

    -  

In order to visit a USCIS office or to speak with an Immigration Information Officer, you must have an appointment scheduled by USCIS, or you must schedule an INFOPASS  appointment on the USCIS website. http://infopass.uscis.gov/
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    -  

You may use the following link to check the status of your case: https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/jsps/index.jsp

    -  

United States Department of State

http://www.travel.state.gov

    -  

After an immigrant petition is approved by USCIS it is forwarded to the Department of State’s National Visa Center for additional processing, and finally to the U.S Embassy or Consulate aboard for visa interview and issuance. 

    -  

You may visit the State Department online at: http://www.travel.state.gov

    -  

You may use the following link to locate information about US Embassies and Consulates Abroad: http://www.usembassy.gov/

Other Resources
There are many non governmental organizations in the Philadelphia area that help individuals navigate the immigration process and all of the life changes that are involved with adjusting to a new country with new laws and new social customs. Although these organizations may prove to be exceptionally helpful for new immigrants, please remember that USCIS and the Department of State have the ultimate authority in adjudicating petitions and applications.

    -  
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The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians
1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, 13th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215-557-2626)
http://welcomingcenter.org

    -  

  Nationalities  Service Center
1216 Arch Street 4 th  Floor, Philadelphia PA 190107-5812
Phone: (215-893-8400)
http://www.nationalitiesservice.org/

    -  

HIAS  Council Migration Services of Philadelphia
2100 Arch St # 3, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: (215-832-0900)
http://www.hiaspa.org

    -  

Catholic Social Services
22 North 17 th  Street, 3 rd  Floor Philadelphia, PA 19103-1299 
Phone: (215-587-3900) 
chsweb@chs-adphila.org

Legal Representation 

You may choose to be represented by an attorney or accredited representative when filing applications or petitions with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). However, you should be aware of the following information to help protect yourself from fraudulent activities committed by individuals posing as attorneys or accredited representatives. The following information is also available on the USCIS website, http://www.uscis.gov

    -  
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Know Your Rights If you choose to have a representative when filing an application or petition with USCIS, you may be represented by an attorney or an accredited representative of a recognized organization. A representative must file a “NOTICE OF ENTRY OF APPEARANCE AS ATTORNEY OR REPRESENTATIVE” (Form G-28) along with the application or petition. In matters filed within the United States, only attorneys and accredited representatives may communicate on your behalf to USCIS and receive information from USCIS regarding your application or petition. If you are filing an application or petition at an office outside the United States, you may be represented by an attorney admitted to the practice of law in that country.If you need legal advice about an immigration matter but cannot afford to hire an attorney, you may be able to ask an attorney, an association of immigration lawyers, a state bar association, or an organization specially -accredited to provide such assistance about the availability of free or reduced cost legal services on immigration issues.

    -  

Attorneys: Attorneys must be a member in good standing of the “bar” of a U.S. State (or U.S. possession, territory, Commonwealth, or the District of Columbia) and not be under any court order restricting their practice of law. Attorneys will check the first block on Form G-28 and must provide information regarding their admission to practice. The best way to protect yourself is to ask to see the current attorney licensing document for the attorney, make a note of the admission number if any, and contact the State bar admission authorities to verify the information. A lawfully admitted attorney should honor your request for this information, as State Bar practice rules require disclosure of this information to clients. You may also access this information through that States bar website. Before you pay attorney fees for help with your immigration case, make sure that the individual is a licensed attorney.

    -  

How to Protect Yourself from Becoming a Victim
1. DO NOT  sign blank applications, petitions or other papers.
2. DO NOT  sign documents that you do not understand.
3. DO NOT  sign documents that contain false statements or inaccurate information.
4. DO NOT  make payments to a representative without getting a receipt.
5. DO NOT  pay expensive fees to non-attorneys.
6. DO  obtain copies of all documents prepared or submitted for you.
7. DO  verify an attorney’s or accredited representative’s eligibility to represent you.
8. DO  report any representative’s unlawful activity to USCIS, State Bar Associations and/or State Offices of Attorneys General.
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